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Harris

Greek folklore were probably fruit-bats. See
HARPY.

Harpy, a foul, predatory bird, in Greek
mythology. They were originally personifica-
tions of the swift storm winds.

Harriman, Edward Henry ( [848-1909),
American railroad magnate and financier,
was born in Hempstead, L. I. In 1872 he
founded the firm of Harriman & Co., bank-
ers and brokers; in 1883 he became a direc-
tor of the Illinois Central Railroad, and in
1887 its vice-pesident. He was a member of
the syndicate which, after the Union Pa-
cific Railroad went into receivership (1893),
bought the system for about $62,000,000. He
*vas made chairman of the executive com-
mittee of the new company in 1898, and by
acquiring the Oregon Short Line, the Ore-
gon Railway and Navigation Company, and
the Central and Southern Pacific Railroads,
in a few years obtained a clear path from
Chicago to the Pacific. His unsuccessful
struggle with J. J. Hill and his associates to
gain control of the Northern Pacific caused
the Wall Street panic of May, 1901. At the
time of his death he was master of 25,000
m. of railroad and had a controlling voice
in the management of 50,000 more miles,
and in 54,000 m. of sea routes.

Harrington, Mark Walrod (1848-1926),
American scientist, was born in Sycamore,
111. From 1879 to 1891 he was professor of
astronomy, and director of the observatory
at the University of Michigan, and in the
latter year was appointed chief of the U. S.
Weather Bureau. From 1895 to 1897 he was
president of Washington State University.
He founded and for a time edited the Am-
erican Meteorological Journal.

Harris, Frank (1856-1931), English au-
thor and editor, was born in Galway, Ire-
land, He became editor successively of The
Evening News, The Pictorial World, The
Fortnightly Review, and The Saturday Re-
view. In 1907 he visited the United States
and in 1908 published The Bomb) a remark-
able story of the Hay market Square Riots
in Chicago (1885-6), In 1916, having again
returned to America, he became editor of
Pearson's Magazine. His other works include
The Man Shakespeare (1909) ; Contemporary
Portraits, 4 series (1915-1923).

Harris, George (1844-1922), American
educator, was born in East Machias, Me. He
was professor of Christian theology at An-
dovcr Theological Seminary from 1883 to
1889, when he became president of Amherst
College, an office which he held until 1912.

Harris, Isham Green (1818-1897), Am-
erican legislator, was born near Tullahoma,
Tenn. In 1857 he was elected governor of
Tennessee, and was re-elected in 1859 an^
1861. By the authority of the legislature he
entered Tennessee in the military league of
the Confederate States. He was elected U.
S. senator to fill a vacancy in 1877, and was
re-elected for three successive terms. In the
Senate he became known as a brilliant and
powerful debater.
Harris, Joel Chandler (1848-1908), Am-
erican author, was born in Eatonton, Ga. He
is best known for his now classic Uncle Re-
mus stories, four series of which appeared
between 1880 and 1905; in them, as in other
stories, he has entertainingly presented in
negro dialect a vast fund of negro folklore.
Among his other books are Mingo (1884);
Free Joe (1887) ; Little Mr. Thimblefinger
(1894) ; Mr. Rabbit at Home (1895); Plan-
tation Pageants (1899) ; On the Wings of Oc-
casions (1900); The Tar Baby and Other
Rhymes (1904); Told by Uncle Remus
(1905). In more serious vein he wrote a
memoir of H. W. Grady (1890) and Georgia
from the Invasion of De Soto to Recent
Times (1899).
Harris, Towns end (1804-78), American
diplomat, was born at Sandy Hill, N. Y. He
was the first American consul-general to Ja-
pan (1855), and in 1857 drew up a treaty be-
tween the United States and Japan, the first
agreement of the kind to be entered into by
Japan, and the model for subsequent treaties
with other foreign powers. Before going to
Japan, Mr. Harris was president of the New
York Board of Education and also one of
the founders of the New York Free Acad-
emy, now the College of the City of New
York. Consult Griffts' First American Envoy
to Japan (1895).
Harris, William Laurel (1870-1924), an
American mural painter, was born in New
York City. He assisted in the decorations for
the Congressional Library in "Washington
and for St. Bartholomew's Church, New
York, but his most important work is in the
Church of the Paulist Fathers (New York).
Harris, William Torrey (1835-1909),
American educator, was born in North Kil-
Hngly, Conn. He was prominent in the in-
troduction of the kindergarten, and of na-
ture-study courses into the public school
system, was identified with the Concord
School of Philosophy, and stimulated meta-
physical study in America. He established
the Journal of Speculative Philosophy in